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126 THE ROLE OF REASON

reason, which s required for the former unconditional purpose, at least in
this life restricts in many ways—indeed can reduce to less than nothing—
the achievement of the later conditional purpose, happiness. For one
perceives that nature here does not proceed unsuirahly to its purpose,
hecause reason, which recognizes its highest practical vocation in the estab-
lishment of a good will, is capable only of a contentment of its own kind,
i.e. one that springs from the attainment of a purpose, which in tumn is
determined by reason, even though this injures the ends of inclination.

We have, then, to develop the concept of a will which is to be esteermned
as good of iwelf without regard to anything else. It dwells already in the
natural sound understanding and does not need so much to be taught as
only to be brought 1o light. In the estimation of the entire worth of our
actions it always takes first place and is the condition of everything else. In
order to show this, we shall take the concept of duty, It contains that of a
good will, though with certain subjective restrictions and hindrances; but
these are far from concealing it and making it unrecognizable, for they
rather bring it out by contrast and make it shine forth all the brighter.

I here omit all actions which are recognized as opposed to duty, even
though they may be useful in one respect or another, for with these the
question does not arise at all as ro whether they may be done from dury,
since they conflict with it. 1 also pass over the actions which are really in
accordance with duty and vo which one has no direct inclination, rather
doing them because impelled to do so by another inclination. For it is easily
decided whether an action in accord with duty is done from duty or for
some selfish purpose. It is far more difficult to note this difference when the
action is in accordance with duty and, in addition, the subject has a direct
inclination to do it. For example, it is in fact in accordance with duty that a
dealer should not overcharge an inexperienced customer, and wherever
there is much business the prudent merchant does not do so, having a fixed
price for everyone, so that a child may buy of him as cheaply as any other.
Thus the customer is bonestly served. Bur this is far from sufficient to
justify the belief that the merchant has behaved in this way from dury and
principles of honesry. His own advantage required this behavior; hut it
cannot he assumed that over and above that he had a direct inclination 1o
the purchaser and that, out of love, as it were, he gave none an advantage
in price aver another, Therefore the action was done neither from dury nor
from direct inclination but only for a selfish purpose.

On the other hand, it is a duty to preserve one's life, and moreover
everyone has a direct indination to do so. But, for that reason, the often
anxious care which mast men take of it has no intrinsic worth, and the
maxim of doing so hias no moral import. They preserve their lives according
to duty, but not from duty. But if adversities and hopeless sorrow completely
take away the relish for life; if an unfortunate man, strong in soul, is indig-
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